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sonality, both individual and collective, was a very potent force
in this constellation.
From the sixteenth to the eighteenth century the diversity of
customs and laws, and their causes, formed a favourite subject of
writers inspired by the ideas of Humanism and Enlightenment.
The most influential books of this kind were written by Bodin,
Huarte, Barclay and Montesquieu. In particular, Montesquieu
brought together a wealth of important observations and stimu-
lating ideas, and exerted the greatest influence on all succeeding
thought on the subject. He exaggerated, however, the force of
climate. Hume and Herder were among the first who depre-
cated the idea that climate was all-powerful.1 While the writers
of the eighteenth century often overstated the influence of natural
forces, the Romanticists stressed organic, historical growth, and
often indulged in the construction of a mystical national spirit,
alleged to be traceable throughout the whole history of a people.
Many historians, especially in Germany and France, tried to show
that the whole history of their own nation proved the continuity
of its national character, and frequently they interpreted its
achievements as an outcome of the national genius, while the
failures were ascribed to foreign influence. This view, however,
has proved untenable, and has been abandoned by serious
students.
The increase in geographical and historical knowledge, and
the development of critical methods, has led to a more scientific
and systematic treatment of the probl'ems of national character.
Eminent geographers like Karl Ritter, Friedrich RatzeJ, Jean
Brunhes, have worked out comprehensive systems, called anthro-
pogeography or gtographie kumaine.2 Many historians, socio-
logists, anthropologists and psychologists have also given great
attention to the elucidation of national traits. It was especially
valuable, moreover, that not merely the general issues were
studied but also the conditions of specific nations, with particular
emphasis on the development and role of their traditions, ideals
and mental dispositions.3 The geographical approach resulted
1 Cf. David Hume, Essays, No. 21, " Of National Character,*' J, G. Herder, Ideen
zu einer PhUosophie der Geschichte der Menschheit, 1784^
2  Cf. F. Ratzel, Anthropogeographie, 2 vols., 1882-91, new ed,; Politische Geographic
3rd ed., 1923 ; Jean Brunhes, Human Geography, 1920.   Ratzel's system has been
expounded with many additions by E. Ch. Semple, Influences of Geographic Environment,
19x1.
3  Cf. particularly Alfred Fouiilee, Esquissepsychologique despeuples Europtens, 5th ed.,
1914 ; P. Lacombe, La psychologie des individus et des Soctetfs chez Tame, 1906 ; H. Th.
Buckle, Introduction to the History of Civilization in England, 1857-61 ; John Mackinnon
Robertson, Suckle and His Critics, 1895 ;   Ernest Barker, National Character and the
Factors in its Formation, 1927 ;   E. Hurwicz, Die Seelen der Volker, 1920.